Dear Beloved Family of God,
Each year as we come together to celebrate our Savior’s birth, there are always familiar and
treasured traditions of our celebrations; and there are usually new and often surprising ways that
God manifests His presence to us. Often it is in the surprising and unexpected ways that God
gives us His most precious gifts. I would guess that most of us would discover new, different, and
unexpected ways that God is being born for us anew if we look close enough. Certainly all of us
continue to experience the effects of the pandemic. Then, there are the personal surprises of our
lives that could be very painful at first, but very “God filled” when we see them in the light of
Christ’s birth. For me this year, the biggest surprise was having gone through open heart surgery
less than a month before Christmas, and spending most of Advent in the hospital, and in a rehab
center. As the Lord helped me to find healing and new strength, God has blessed me abundantly,
and I’d like to share some of the gifts with you.
We share the gifts of FAMILY AND COMMUNITY Let us never take for granted how God
continues to be born for us through one another, and how important our love and support are at
the difficult times of our lives.
We share the gifs of HOPE AND LIGHT. Because Christ is born and lives among us, we never
need to live in despair or darkness again.
We share the gift of FAITH. With new eyes, we see what only the heart can see, and what we see
from the heart will never corrode or rust away, nor can anyone ever take this from us. Ultimately,
it helps us to see our most precious gifts. He enables us to see Christ.
We share the gift of LOVE. Love that came into our world as a precious and vulnerable child Who
reminds us of the sacredness of all life, and challenges us to love one another with the same
selfless and unconditional love that Jesus shows us in His life, death, and resurrection. We share
the joy of Love through people who care and reach out to us with prayers, kind expressions of
their love, and just by being with us.
We receive these “gifts of the heart” often when we least expect them but especially when we are
open to God’s plan. Trust Him and just allow God to be God. I know that I have received these
gifts so abundantly this year and often through you. I am so grateful. Although we may not see
each other for a while, I share my heart with you – a heart filled with gratitude, genuine love, an
anticipation of new days ahead to spread the good news that our Savior has come. God is with us.
Our entire Parish Staff wishes you and yours a most blessed Christmas. We pray that these gifts
may be yours in abundance and may live in your hearts forever. My prayer for our entire parish
family is that our gifts to the Lord will be summed up in the words GROWING, LOVING AND
SERVING.
Merry Christmas everyone! God is with us. Jesus is the greatest gift we are privileged to receive.
May He live in you forever. Peace by with you.
In God’s love,

Merry Christmas!
Message from
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